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J. STATE

Arizona
3. NAME(S) OF SITE

Jerome (Unite;

2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGJCAL SITE
XraT-b, Couauerce &

I Verde Mine)

J/VRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. ^ ...
Industry: zv. Mining Frontier

4. APPROX. ACREAGE

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, road*, tic- If difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)
Yavapai County, at Jerome, on u. S. Alt. 89, 33 sdlee northeast of Brescott.

6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Alto administrator tf different from owner) "

Phelps Dodge Corporation, 40 Wall Street, Kev York, 5, H. Y.
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makei ttte important and what remains are extant)

Jerome and Bisbee vere Arizona's tvo ao&t iitrportant copper producing 
centers in the late 19th and ear2y 20th centuries.

High grade copper ore w»s discovered in 1876 i» the Blade Kills of 
central Arizona at the future site of Jerome "by John Rufner and August 
Me&lnnon, Extraction, however, did not become profitable, due to huglg 
costs of tran0p aptatio», ontll 1B82, when the Santa fe's Atlantic sad 

Bailroad reached Ash Fork, Arizona, aTsout 60 iaileB northwest of

In 1883 the United Verde Copper Cto, iras formed, idlth Hew York City 
financial backing* to exploit the deposits. One of these financiers, 
Eugene Jerome (grandfather of Wlnston Churchill.) gave his name to the 
wild mining torn that sprang up on the side of Mingus Mountain in 1883, 
A 50-ton furnace vas erected to smelt the ore. The United Verde Company 
produced 1,T^3>0°° pounds of copper daring this fir#t ye«r. In 1887 a 
drop in the price of copper made production unprofitable and in 1886 . 
William Andrews Clark, the famous Montana copper king who later became 
U. S» Senator, purchased the United Verde property and started fresh 
exjiloratory vocrk. Operations vere renewed in 1889 » la 189% Clark 
erected a eoi^er smelter -with a jaonthly capacity of 3,500,000 pounds 
over the miy*g w>rteings at Jerorae and also built a narrow gauge railroad 
from J«ro®e to connect with the Santa Fe, Prescott £ Bioenix railroad at 
Jerome Junction.

Jn IBS? the Santa Fe railroad built a branch line soothirsard from 
____Ash Fork to Brescott, 33 adles southwest of Jerojae.________(Continiied)
8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Give best sources; give location of manuscripts and rare workt)

Bobert G. Cleland, A History of Ibelps l^dge^ 063^1950 (Hev lork, 1950), 
238~S4l| ^hooas A. McfcaSTTA Hiatory of Aaerioan Mnia^ (Hey Tork, 1932), 
^38-291) Rufus K. ^rllys, Ariy>nap me Hjgtory of a frontier State (Bioenix, 

1950} f ^5~26", 277> 86^1 Babert H> BancroffcV Bistory of Arikona and
dcn (Ban TranzlacG, 1889) 5QO^Qlf 605.

9. REPORTS AIM U si \j\j\ts~\Mention best reports and studies, as, A'PS study, HABS, etc.)

Hone. 
________»»(southwest Begion Office Hegs 1^019-22). ***visited by Kobert M* tJfeley.
10. PHOTOGF

ATTACHED: YES |

11. CONDITION

Good, many orig. b3.dgs. Mining Town
14. NAME OF RECORDER-fl?»V«<rt«re)

Charles W. Snell

12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm,-etc.) DATE

«5. TITLE ; ,6. DATE ....

Historian ! May 3, 1966
*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10)4 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER GIVE 

LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . .

STATE NAME(S)OFSITE

Jerceie (United Veyde Mine)

7* Continued:

In 1911 the company laid out tk« town of Clarkdale, located acme sir 
miles fxm the Jercme mines, and here, in 1912-1915, erected a larger and 
more modern smelter. The huge copper production at Jerome, together vith 
that at Hsbee, mm imgportaKfc in making Arizona the leading copper producing 
.state in the nation lay 1£Q7. %- 1923 the United Verde eoopany had produced 
nearly 1,112,000,000 pound* of ecggcsr, 564,000 ounces of gold, and 18,500,000 
ounces of silver.2 This output had yielded Clark a fortune of over a hundred

In 1935> i&ea copper pricea were at their lowest, Bw&ps Dodge bought 
out the United Verde property* !£he demand for copper during World War 31 
Isd to intensive mining that depleted the known ore deposits, and "both 
Joroae and Clarkdale are today rapidly becoaing gjbose towna.

Ltion ggf Igjy . SJte> Perched precarioasly cm the sheer slope of
ain, Jerome, vith its rickety frame buildings loreited on etilte 

and its narrov, 0teep streets, retains amch of its 1890 appearance and atoosphere. 
A znuseum in the center of the town displays objects relating Jercoe's early 
mining history. Across the street still stands the old wter-jaefcet blmat 

that went jbato use at JercEffi in 1883.

B. meiatra's flares for tae IMted Vcardc isiae, for ta« 
1808 to 1930, art as follows: 5!he mine yielded a total of 20,31^,000 tons 
or ore, from vfaich 1,959,096,900 pounds of copper had been extracted, together 
-sfitfc 1^009,800 ounces of gold and 3t»£K,OQQ mmees «f »H.v«p* ®ie im3JU« of 
this output he estimated to be slightly more than $350,000,000.

Clark owned 70$ of the stock, and ty the time of his death in 
lie held 95 1/2$ of the 300^(500 shares in tae Halted Verd  Ceg^per
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